
Silver Thread Public Health District 
ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM  

Rules and Regulations from Reg.43 Effective August 14, 2026 

I. Title and Authority 
These requirements shall be known as the Silver Thread Public Health District On-site 
Wastewater Treatment Systems Rules and Regulations. 

These requirements have been adopted by the Silver Thread Public Health District, acting as a 
Board of Health pursuant to and under authority contained in the On-site Wastewater Treatment 
System Act, 25-10-101, et seq. C.R.S. and has designated the Hinsdale County Environmental 
Health Department in Hinsdale County and the Mineral County Land Use Department in Mineral 
County to implement these Rules and Regulations on behalf of the Board of Health. 
Applications and fees must be remitted to the county office in which the land or property is 
located. Contact information for each office: 

II. Scope and Purpose 
A. Declaration 

1. This regulation shall apply to On-site Wastewater Treatment Systems as defined 
in section 25-10-103(12), C.R.S. 

B. Purpose 
1. The purpose of these Rules and Regulations is to establish the minimum 

standards for the location, design, construction, performance, installation, 
alteration, and use of OWTS with a design capacity less than 2,000 gallons per 
day within Hinsdale and Mineral Counties 

C. Jurisdiction 
1. These Rules and Regulations apply to all OWTS in the unincorporated areas of 

the county and over all municipal corporations within the territorial limits of 
Hinsdale and Mineral Counties, but not over the territory of any municipal 
corporation that maintains its own public health agency. 

D. Prohibition of OWTS Where Public Sewer Service is Available and Feasible 
1. No OWTS permit shall be issued to any person when the subject property is 

located within a municipality or special district that provides public sewer 
service, except where such sewer service to the property is not feasible in the 
determination of the municipality or special district, or the permit is otherwise 
authorized by the municipality or special district. [43.4(B)(11)] 

E. Severability 
1. Should any section, clause, or provision of these Regulations be declared by a 

court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not 
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affect the validity of these Regulations as a whole, or any part thereof 
other than the part declared to be invalid. 

III. Incorporation of Regulation 43 
A. Included By Reference 1. The requirements of the Colorado Water Quality 
Control Commission’s 

“On-site Wastewater Treatment System Regulation, Regulation 43, 5 CCR 
1002-43, Effective date, June 15, 2025”, are made a part of these Rules 
and Regulations and will apply except where identified as an option of the 
local public health agency or where these regulations are more stringent 
than Regulation 43, 5 CCR 1002-43, and included in these Rules and 
Regulations. All aspects of an On-site Wastewater Treatment System, 
including, but not limited to, permits, design, performance, location, 
construction, alteration, inspection, maintenance, and use, must be as 
provided in Regulation 43 and any additional requirements contained in 
these Regulations. 

2. Allowable local options identified in Regulation 43 and the designated 
decisions for these Rules and Regulations are identified in the attached 
“Appendix A to OWTS Rules and Regulations for the Silver Thread Public 
Health District. Appendix A is made a part of these Rules and 
Regulations. 

B. Excluded 
1. Reductions in soil treatment area size, horizontal or vertical separation 

distances, and the use of wide beds for higher-level treatment units are not 
allowed under these Rules and Regulations. All designs must adhere to 
TL-1 parameters specified in Regulation 43. Any reductions in area or 
separation distance, wider beds, disinfection components, higher-level 
treatment systems, and non-pressurized distribution systems (NDDS) can 
only be permitted in the future if these Regulations are amended to include 
a program for oversight of inspection and maintenance of higher-level 
treatment units, and if this amendment is approved by the Division 

IV. Permits and Fees 
A. Permits [43.4(B)] 

1. Prior to installing, altering, expanding, or repairing an OWTS, the 
applicant must obtain a permit from the Hinsdale County Environmental 
Health Department, 311 N. Henson St., Lake City, Colorado 81235, or 
mail a request to P.O. Box 277, Lake City, CO 81235. Phone (970) 
944-2319 or (877) 944-7575 (toll-free) OR the Mineral County Land Use 
Office, 1202 N. Main Street, Creede, CO 81130, or mail request to P.O. 
Box 70, Creede, CO 81130. Phone (719) 658-2360 

2. The permit application must include information identified in section 
43.4(B)(3) of Regulation 43. 

3. An OWTS permit expires 1 year after issuance if construction has not 
commenced.  After expiration, a new application shall be required to 
begin construction. 

4. Any change in plans or specifications of the OWTS after the permit has 
been issued invalidates the permit unless the permittee receives written 
approval from the Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department in 
Hinsdale County or the Mineral County Land Use Office in Mineral County. 
After a permit is invalidated, a new application shall be required to begin 
construction.  Rev. 08/14/2026 
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5. Repair permits must specify a reasonable timeframe during which the 
owner must complete the repairs before the permit expires. 

6. An application for a product development permit may be approved by the 
Silver Thread Public Health District Board of Health, provided it is 
consistent with the requirements of Section 43.4(I) of Regulation 43. 

7. Permit fees are indicated on the application. 
B. Board of Health Review [43.4(B)(9)] 

1. When an application is denied by the Hinsdale County Environmental 
Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office, the applicant 
may request a review by the local board of health within 30 days of the 
denial date. 

C. Fees [43.4(B)(4) and 43.4(B)(5)] 
1. Permit fees and fees for other services and tests associated with OWTS 

will be set by the Board of Health, in conformance with section 43.4(B)(4) 
and (5) of Regulation 43 and 25-10-107, C.R.S. 

2. A waiver of all fees shall be granted to all Federal and State governments, 
provided the government agency is listed as the installer, not the 
contractor. 

D. Surcharge [43.4(B)(5)] 
1. A surcharge fee will be collected for each permit issued by the Hinsdale 

County Environmental Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use 
Office, with a portion of the fee retained to cover local administrative costs, 
and the remainder must be transmitted to the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment for use in funding the state’s OWTS 
program. The surcharge fee is identified in Regulation 5 CCR 1002-102, 
Section 102.5(3)(d). 

V. Inspections [43.4(E)] 
A. Tank [43.9(B)(3)(c)] 

1. The applicant must notify the Hinsdale County Environmental Health 
Department, the Mineral County Land Use Office, or their designee within 
7 business days, so the local agency or its designee can conduct a field 
inspection of the septic tank before backfilling.  

B. OWTS [43.4(F)(3)] 
1. The applicant must notify the Hinsdale County Environmental Health 

Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office, or their designee, 
within 7 business days so that the Hinsdale County Environmental Health 
Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office can conduct a final 
field inspection of the soil treatment area and all related components of 
the OWTS before backfilling. 

a) Additional Inspection Requirements 43.4(E)(1) 
(1) Prior to backfilling, the installer shall provide the Hinsdale County 

Environmental Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use 
Office with a map showing all components of the OWTS, including, but 
not limited to, locations and distances, as discussed in these Rules & 
Regulations. The map shall also include the applicant’s name, the 
permit number, and the property's address and legal description. 

(2) An applicant may not obtain a building permit until the OWTS design is 
approved. An inspection must be completed on a transfer of title. 

VI. Licensing 

 Rev. 08/14/2026 
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A. Systems Contractors [43.4(K)(1)] 
1. All systems contractors shall have or obtain a current license from Silver 

Thread Public Health District prior to providing services in Hinsdale or 
Mineral Counties. The local Board of Health may adopt a fee for the initial 
license and renewal.  The license shall be renewed annually.  The local 
Board of Health may adopt a separate fee before licensing. 

B. Systems Cleaners [43.4(K)(1)] 
1. All system cleaners must have a current license issued by the Silver 

Thread Public Health District before providing services in Hinsdale or 
Mineral Counties, and it must be renewed annually. The local Board of 
Health charges a fee for both the initial license and renewal. Please refer to 
the STPHD fee schedule for the associated fees. A report on the system 
will be submitted to the respective Hinsdale County Environmental 
Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office, detailing any issues 
such as cracked lids, required risers, steel tanks, or other problems.  

C. Systems Maintenance Providers [43.4(K)(1)] 
1. All system maintenance must be performed by a provider with a valid 

license issued by the Silver Thread Public Health District before providing 
services in Hinsdale or Mineral Counties, and this license must be 
renewed annually. The local Board of Health charges a $25 fee for both 
the initial license and renewals. A report on the system will be submitted to 
the respective Hinsdale County Environmental Department or Mineral 
County Land Use Office, outlining any issues such as cracked lids, 

required risers, steel tanks, or other problems.  D. Others, as may be 
required; i.e., Competent Technicians, Designers, etc. 

1. An OWTS designed by a state-certified engineer is required, as 
determined by the Hinsdale County Environmental Department or the 
Mineral County Land Use Office. 

VII. Variances [43.4(N)] 
A. Variances Allowed  

1. The Board of Health may approve a variance from a requirement of this 
Regulation subject to the restrictions in 43.4. (N)(5). Variances cannot be 
granted by staff. [The Bd. of Health must determine whether it will allow 
the Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department or the Mineral 
County Land Use Office to grant a property line variance as described in 
43.7.D.1] Also identified within Appendix A of this document. 

2. Approval of a variance must be based upon evidence presented by the 
applicant or their designee, showing that the variance: a) would not be 
injurious to the public health, water quality, or environment; and b) would 
prevent a substantial hardship to the applicant. 

3. Variances shall not be granted under the items identified in section 43.4 
(N)(5) of Regulation 43.  

B. Variance Procedure  
1. Variance requests shall be provided by filing an application for a variance 

with the Board of Public Health or its designee as permitted by Sec 43.4. 
(N) of Regulation 43. Variance requests shall be submitted to the Hinsdale 
County Environmental Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use 
Office, along with the appropriate fee on forms provided by the District. 
Variance submittals must be received by the Hinsdale County 
Environmental Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office 
within 30 days of the denial date.  Rev. 08/14/2026 
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2. Variance requests must include all items identified in section 43.4(N)(2)(d) 
of Regulation 43.  

3. The applicant bears the burden of proving that the variance is justified 
and will pose no greater risk to public health and the environment than a 
system meeting these Regulations. The Board of Health must determine 
whether this item has been addressed before granting a variance. 

4. The Board of Health has the authority to impose site-specific 
requirements and conditions on any variance granted. 

C. Additional Requirements for the Design of an OWTS 
1. An OWTS designed by a state-certified engineer may also be required, as 

determined by the Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department or 
the Mineral County Land Use Office. 

D. Variances Requiring Public Hearings: 
1. There is no public hearing requirement for variances.  

VIII. Transfer of Title Inspections [43.4.L] 
A. Beginning January 1, 2020, property owners of a residence, other building, or 

facility served by an OWTS shall have an inspection performed to demonstrate 
that the system is functioning in accordance with its design prior to the sale or 
transfer of title to the property. Prior to the sale or transfer of title of the property, 
the owners of the property shall obtain a complete Transfer of Title Acceptance 
Document from the county of residence (Hinsdale County Environmental  Health 
Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office) unless exempt or waived as 
noted by these Regulations. The Board of Health may adopt fees for issuing a 
Transfer of Title  Acceptance Document.   

B. The following properties and situations are exempt from the requirement to obtain 
a Transfer of Title Acceptance Document:  

1. The property is served by an OWTS that was installed and received final 
approval from (Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department or the 
Mineral County Land Use Office) within one year of the current property 
closing date. This includes finalized repair and alteration permits with 
components that are older than one year.   

2. The transfer of property occurs due to foreclosure or forfeiture of real 
estate. If the transfer results from foreclosure and the bank becomes the 
owner, such a transfer of title is exempt. However, once the bank resells 
the property, if the sale is made at arm’s length to a buyer (defined as two 
parties acting freely and independently, without a special relationship), this 
transaction again requires an inspection. 

3. The property owner has obtained an active repair or alteration permit for 
the OWTS, and the obligation to complete the repairs has been disclosed 
to the person acquiring the property.  

4. The county becomes the owner of the property due to circumstances such 
as, but not limited to, failure to pay taxes.  

C. Applications for transfer of title and inspection reports must be made on forms 
furnished by the Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department or the 
Mineral County Land Use Office, or approved by the local Board of Health. 
Inspectors must be certified by the National Association of Wastewater 
Technicians (NAWT) or an equivalent program approved by the local public health 
agency.  Inspectors for higher-level treatment systems must have training relevant 
to the specific system or certification by the equipment manufacturer. The 
applications must include, as appropriate:   Rev. 08/14/2026 



Silver Thread Public Health District On-site Wastewater 
Treatment System Rules and Regulations 

Page 6 of 12 

1. Owner’s name and contact information; Physical address of property; 
Legal description of property; Name of Inspector, Inspector’s NAWT or 
other applicable certification number; Date and time of the inspection(s);  

a) A septic tank inspection report completed within the previous 12 months, 
including a  septic tank pumping receipt, when applicable, based on the 
inspection report;   

(1) An inspection report completed within the previous 12 months for any 
mechanical  components such as pumps, alarms, or higher-level 
treatment systems; and  

(2) An inspection report completed within the previous 12 months, providing 
a detailed report noting the condition of the soil treatment area.  

D. A fair estimate of the cost to replace or repair the OWTS will be placed in an 
escrow account in case the OWTS needs repair or replacement. The title 
company will ensure the fee is collected or held accountable if it is not initiated or 
collected. 

E. All components identified as malfunctioning must be documented and disclosed 
in the inspection report.  

F. Minimum Criteria  
1. Items noted in the inspection report that do not meet the outlined criteria 

and conditions must be corrected, along with obtaining the necessary 
permits and inspections, before a final acceptance document is issued. 
These criteria aim to provide a snapshot in time of the tanks and STAs 
through visual inspections, helping to identify signs of imminent failure.  

a) All tanks must be structurally sound and in good working order and 
provided with  safe and secure lids;  

b) All internal devices and appurtenances, such as tees, effluent screens, 
and baffles  that were originally provided with the tank or added later, 
must be intact and in  working order;  

c) Alarms, control devices, and components necessary for the operation of 
the  system are present and in good working order; 

d) A soil treatment area, or other means of subsurface wastewater 
treatment, must  be present and not in a state of failure;  

e) There are no unapproved wastewater discharges from the system or 
structure;  and  

f) Any items meeting the conditions of a “Failure” as defined in this 
regulation have been corrected to the acceptance of the local public 
health agency.  

G. Issuance of an Acceptance Document  
1. When the criteria set forth above have been met, the Hinsdale County 

Environmental  Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office 
must issue an acceptance  document, using terminology adopted by the 
local Board of Health, setting forth the  terms and conditions of approval, 
including, as appropriate:  

a) Statement of the size, type, and capacity of the system and a 
record drawing,  either from the local public health agency records 
(verified by the inspector) or  from the inspection reports;  

b) Evidence of past system failures as shown in local public health 
agency records;  

c) Circumstances or factors that may have affected the ability of the 
inspector to  evaluate the system;   Rev. 08/14/2026 
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d) Whether the system meets the permitting requirements of the local 
public health agency; and  

e) Other information the local public health agency may require.  
H. The acceptance document will remain valid until the date of the real estate 

closing or for a maximum of 12 months, whichever comes first.   
I. Renewal of an Acceptance Document  

1. If the Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department or the Mineral 
County Land Use has established a time period for the acceptance 
document of 6 months or less and provided it has not expired, an 
acceptance document may be renewed one time for a period of up to 6 
months upon completion of the appropriate form and payment of the 

required fee. J. Waiver of an Acceptance 
Document  

1. If it is determined by Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department 
or the Mineral  County Land Use that an OWTS does not meet the 
requirements for issuance of an acceptance document, a conditional 
acceptance document may be issued, provided that the purchaser of the 
property agrees to obtain a permit and complete all necessary repairs to 
the system (or connect to a sanitation district, if appropriate) within the 
time frame established by the by Hinsdale County Environmental Health 
Department or the  Mineral County Land Use.  

K. Revocation of an Acceptance Document  
1. An acceptance document must be revoked if it is determined that the 

system is no longer functioning in accordance with this regulation, or that 
false or misleading statements were made in the application or inspection 
reports. 

L. Penalties  
1. Failure to obtain an acceptance document for a covered transaction as 

required by this regulation will subject the owner who failed to obtain the 
document to a penalty assessed under Section 25-10-113, C.R.S.  

IX. Requirement for the onsite evaluation of Soil Profile Test Pits or Percolation Holes 
[43.5(E)] 

A. Soil Profile Test Pits 
1. Profile test pit holes must remain open until an evaluation by the local public 

health agency’s designee, the Mineral County Land Use Department, or the 
Hinsdale County Environmental Health Department to ensure a detailed and 
accurate identification of the soils on each site, while concurrently ensuring the 
safety of the practitioner, general public, and wildlife per section 43.5.E.2 of 
Regulation 43. The soil profile test pit (excavated by a backhoe or similar 
machinery) is the required method for properly determining soil texture and 
structure. Soil profile holes (drilled or auger borings) will no longer be accepted 
for soil evaluations. 

B. Percolation Holes 
1. Percolation holes must remain open until evaluation by the local public health 

agency’s designee, the Mineral County Land Use Department, or the Hinsdale 
County Environmental Health Department. 

C. A joint inspection of the soil profile or percolation holes is required by a licensed 
engineer or licensed installer and the LPHA designee.  

X. Vaults [43.12(C)] and Vault Privies [43.12(D)(1)] and Pit Privies [43.12(D)(2)] 
A. Vaults [43.12(C)]  

1. Vaults are permitted for full-time use where the property cannot 
accommodate an OWTS with a soil treatment area.    Rev. 08/14/2026 
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2. Vaults shall conform to the design criteria specified in Section 43.12(C) of 
Regulation 43. 

3. Vaults may be permitted for limited-use occupancy on a property that 
cannot accommodate an OWTS with a soil treatment area.  

4. Vaults may be permitted for limited-use occupancy on a property that 
cannot accommodate an OWTS with a soil treatment area. Limited use is 
defined by STPHD as a facility that lacks indoor plumbing. Should indoor 
plumbing be installed, a conforming OWTS must be installed.   

5. Prior to installing vaults, the applicant must provide a letter from a service 
provider confirming that the vaults are accessible for maintenance and 
service.  

B. Vault Privies  [43.12(D)(1)] 
1. Vault privies may be considered if all other options are deemed infeasible.   
2. Vault privies shall conform to the design criteria specified in Section 43.12 

(D)(1) of Regulation  43. 
C. Pit Privies [43.12(D)(2)] 

1. STPHD allows the construction of new pit privies for properties that are 
considered limited-use (no indoor plumbing) and have limited access (no 
road or a maintained road for only 6 months of the year).  

2. STPHD allows for the continued use of existing pit privies.  
3. Existing pit privies that reach capacity may be replaced and must obtain a 

permit and comply with the requirements specified in Section 43.12(D)(2).  
4. STPHD encourages the use of composting toilets or similar technology 

alongside approved pit privies and will waive ½ of the permit fee when used 
together.  

XI. Additional local requirements 
All items addressed by this Section 10 are contained in Regulation 43. Higher standards 
than those provided by Regulation 43 may be required to ensure that existing or 
contemplated water supplies will not become contaminated and so that sewage will not 
overflow the ground surface, resulting in a nuisance or health hazard. 

A. Wastewater Flow and Strength [43.6(A)(2)(h)] 
1. The applicable code requirements for a bedroom are defined by the Silver 

Thread Public Health District. 
B. Minimum Requirements of OWTS 

1. Liquid Capacity of Tank 
The OWTS tank allows for the use of a garbage disposal, a clothes washer, and other 
household appliances that require water. The minimum requirements for the capacity of 
an OWTS tank are as follows: 

Number of Bedrooms: Minimum Tank Capacity: 

3 or less 1,000 gallons 

4 or less 1,250 gallons 

For each additional bedroom Add 250 gallons 

C. General Information on OWTS Construction  Rev. 08/14/2026 
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I. Width of drainage trench: 24 – 36 inches 

II. Minimum spacing between trenches: 4 feet 
sidewall-to-sidewall 

III. Minimum depth of backfill over distribution lines: 10 inches 

IV. Maximum depth of backfill over the infiltrative surface 48 inches 

V. Minimum grade of house sewer: ¼” per lineal feet 

VI. Minimum distance of OWTS from dwelling With basement: 20 feet 
Without basement: 20 
feet 

VII. Minimum distance of soil treatment area to well: 100 feet 

VIII. Minimum distance of OWTS tank to well: 50 feet 

IX. Minimum distance from the soil treatment area to a stream 
or other watercourse: 

50 feet 

X. Minimum distance from OWTS tank and/or soil treatment 
area to property lines: 

10 feet 

D. Septic tank construction shall be concrete or of a material that will resist 
deterioration and is watertight. 

E. If the sewer line between the residence and OWTS tank is longer than ten feet 
(10’), a cleanout Y or two opposing sanitary Y’s no more than 24 inches apart is 
required. 

F. The size and type of soil treatment area shall be based on the soil porosity, the 
depth of the groundwater table, drainage conditions, the maximum sewage load, 
and any other requirements specified in Regulation 43. Information and an 
appropriate determination may be obtained from the Hinsdale County 
Environmental Health Department or the Mineral County Land Use Office. 

G. Incinerating, Composting, and Chemical Toilets Incinerating, Composting, and 
Chemical Toilets  

1. STPHD allows the use of Incinerating, Composting, and Chemical Toilets, 
subject to following the requirements set forth in Section 43.12 (E). The 
use of an incinerating, composting, or chemical toilet will not reduce the 
required size of the OWTS as noted in Section 43.8.A.  

H. Temporary Emergency Solutions 
1. Temporary emergency solutions will be handled by local OWTS 

enforcement agents (Hinsdale  County Environmental Health Department 
or the Mineral County Land Use Office). STPHD BOH will be notified of 
any emergency solution plans issued by each county's OWTS staff.   

I. Effluent Screens  
1. Although STPHD does not require effluent filters, it recommends installing 

them on its systems.  
 Rev. 08/14/2026 
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J. OWTS Designs 
1. All OWTS plans must be stamped by a licensed professional engineer.  

XII. Definition and Determination of Bedrooms for Onsite Wastewater Systems 43.6. 
(A).(2).(h) 

This section establishes the technical criteria for identifying bedrooms within a dwelling. All 
spaces or rooms meeting the criteria established herein shall be classified as bedrooms for the 
purpose of determining total daily design sewage flow, regardless of any architectural label, 
designated room name, or intended use proposed by the property owner, applicant, or designer. 

Appendix A to OWTS Regulations for Silver Thread Public Health District 

Attached. 

 Rev. 08/14/2026 

A. Baseline Rules (Must Pass All): To even be considered as a possible bedroom, 
the room must meet all three of these physical requirements: 

1. Size: At least 70 sq ft of usable space, and at least 7 ft wide in every direction. 
2. Ceiling Height: 
a) Needs to be at least 5 ft high to count toward the 70 sq ft area (anything under 

5 ft doesn't count). 
b) At least half of the required floor space must have a ceiling height of 7 ft or 

higher. 
c) Window: At least 1 exterior window for natural light and air. Supplemental Rule 

(The "2-or-More" Test): If a room passes all baseline rules above, it counts as a 
bedroom if it has at least 2 of the following features: 

3. Privacy: Completely enclosed by walls and a closing door. 
4. Loft: A raised floor open to the room below. 
5. Storage: Has a built-in closet or clothing storage area. 
6. Bathroom: Direct access to a bathroom (or a direct path to one). 
7. Pass-Through Access: Acts as the required entrance/hallway to get to other 

rooms. 
B. What This Means for Septic / Sewage Systems 

1. The Math: Any room that passes Section 1 AND has 2+ features from Section 2 
counts as 1 official bedroom. 

2. Labels Don't Matter: Calling a room an "office," "den," "study," or "craft room" 
on house plans won't fool the inspector. If it meets the physical definition above, 
it's legally a bedroom. 

3. Septic Tank Sizing: Your onsite sewage/septic system size must be designed 
based strictly on this final bedroom count. 
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Appendix A to Silver Thread Public Health District OWTS Rules and Regulations 

Note: APPENDIX A is only required for local regulations that use the Template Regulation. 

Public Health Agency: Silver Thread Public Health District 
OPT-IN 

CHOICES 
D. Decision Points Summary – Local On-site Wastewater Treatment System Regulations 

SUBJECT MATTER ALTERNATIVES 
Select Check Box for Decision Chosen. (Only 
one selection per item.  Decisions must also 
be identified either within the local regulation 
or Appendix A to the regulation) 

Citation 
Reg #43 

Citation 
Local Reg 

Licensing Systems Contractors, 
Systems Cleaners, Systems 
Maintenance Providers, and 
Transfer of Title Inspectors 

None (Do not license any OWTS practitioners) ☐ 43.4.K 

Systems Contractors are licensed x 43.4.K.1 

Systems Cleaners are licensed x 43.4.K.1 

Systems Maintenance Providers are licensed x 43.4.K.1 

Transfer of Title Inspectors are licensed x 43.4.K.1 

Variances Variances Allowed (Must have a variance 
procedure prescribed within the local regulation.) 

x 43.4.N. 

Variances not allowed ☐ 43.4.N 

Occupancy – Residential Bedrooms 1 through 3: 2 people per bedroom 
All additional Bedrooms:  1 person per bedroom 

x 43.6.A.2.d & e 

All bedrooms:  2 persons per bedroom ☐ 43.6.A.2.f 

How the number of bedrooms in a 
home will be defined for flow 
requirements 

Bedrooms:  flow estimates will be determined from 
the number of bedrooms originally finished 

☐ Table 6-1 

If unfinished area is present in house, OWTS must 
also be sized for 1 or 2 more bedrooms based on 
an assumption that 150 square feet of unfinished 
space can be converted into a bedroom, if the 
space can meet applicable code requirements for a 
bedroom 

x 43.6.A.2.h 

Board of Health allows the LPHA 
to permit property line reductions 
lesser than 10 feet 

Allow LPHA determination for certain property line 
setback reductions 

☐ 43.7.D.1 

Prohibit LPHA determination; Board of Health 
determination only 

x 43.7.D 

Length of distribution laterals (e.g., 
trenches or beds) 

100 feet maximum length for any OWTS system ☐ 43.10.E.2.d 
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100 feet maximum for gravity-fed from one end, 
and up to 150 feet if pressure-dosed or effluent 
applied at center of lateral or chamber 

x 43.10.E.2.b & c 

Public Health Agency: Silver Thread Public Health District OPT-IN 
CHOICES 

ALTERNATIVES 
Select Check Box for Decision Chosen. 
(Only one selection per item.) 

Citation 
Reg #43 

Citation 
Local Reg 

Inspection ports at header (front) 
end of trench; piping or chamber 

Not required x 

Required ☐ 43.10.F.6.d 

Vault Privies - new Allow new vault privies x 43.12.D.1.a 

Prohibit new vault privies ☐ 43.12.D.1.a 

Vault Privies - existing Allow continued use of existing vault privies x 43.12.D.1.b 

Require abandonment of existing vault privies ☐ 43.12.D.1.b 

Pit Privies - new Allow new pit privies x 43.12.D.2.a 

Prohibit new pit privies ☐ 43.12.D.2.a 

Pit Privies - existing Allow continued use of existing pit privies x 43.12.D.2.c 

Require abandonment of existing pit privies ☐ 43.12.D.2.b 

Allow for the reduction in the size 
of the STA where a composting or 
incinerating toilet is installed 

Allow a reduction in the size of the soil treatment 
area with the use of a composting or incinerating 
toilet. (To allow this reduction, the LPHA must 
implement both a Transfer of Title program and a 
Use Permit program) 

☐ 43.12.E.2.a 

The use of a composting or incinerating toilet will not 
reduce the required size of the OWTS 

x 43.12.E.2 

Optional Programs/Permits 

Transfer of Title inspections Required (If transfer of title inspections are required, 
the criteria for your local program as noted in 43.L 
must be specified in local regulation.) 

x 43.4.L.1 

Not required ☐ 43.4.L.1 

Permits for the Continued Use of 
an OWTS; Define these items on 
Pg. 5 that are more stringent than 
Regulation 43. 

Used in local regulation 
(Specify purpose within local regulation.) 

☐ 43.4.M.1 

Not used in local regulation x 

Reductions in soil treatment area 
(STA) size or separation distances 
with the use of higher level 
treatment systems and the 
implementation of a mandatory 
maintenance oversight program 

Allow reductions for higher level treatment. (To allow 
reductions, local regulation must require mandatory 
inspections and maintenance, and the local public 
health agency must implement an O/M oversight 
program) 

☐ 43.14.D.2 

Reductions in area and separation distances not 
allowed for higher level treatment systems 

x 43.14.D.3 


